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A SKETCH OF SOME OF THE DESCENDANTS OF 

OWEN RICHARDS, WHO EMIGRATED TO 

PENNSYLVANIA PREVIOUS TO 1U8. 

BY LOUIS BICHARDS, BEADING, PA. 

The surname of Richards is of Welsh origin, and from that 
nationality, it may be generally asserted, the great majority 
of those who bear it in this country are descended. In 
Wales it occurs with great frequency, and from thence has 
been borne into other parts of Britain, and especially England, 
where it is almost equally common. It was at first a Chris- 
tian name, merely, from which the s was omitted, the latter 
being added when it came to be used as a patronymic. 

The earliest families of Richardes in New England were of 
Puritan stock, their ancestors emigrating hither from old 
England at various dates during the seventeenth century. 
In a " Genealogical Register of the Descendants of Several 
Ancient Puritans," vol. iii., compiled by the Rev. Abner 
Morse, A.M., Member of the New England Historic Genea- 
logical Society, and published in Boston in 1861, several 
thousands of the name are traced out, through many genera- 
tions, from the emigrant founders. Of the twelve original 
ancestors whose posterity is sketched, the earliest mentioned 
is Thomas Richards, who, it is stated, was born about 1590, 
and came to Dorchester in 1630, ten years after the landing 
of the Pilgrims. 

Among the colonists who came over at the invitation of 
William Penn, at the date of the foundation of the province 
in 1682, or within a few years subsequently, were, as is well 
known, a number of Welsh, to whom the Proprietor granted 
a tract, or barony as it was termed, of forty thousand acres 
west of the Schuylkill. The original warrant was issued in 
1684, and the territory it embraced was mainly included in 
the townships of Newtown, Goshen, Uwchlan, Tredyffrin, 
and Whiteland in Chester County ; Haverford and Radnor, 
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originally also in Chester, now in Delaware County, and 
Merion, formerly Philadelphia, now Montgomery County. 
Gwynedd Township, Montgomery, originally in Philadelphia 
County, was also settled by people of this nationality, about 
1698. The broad fertile region known as the Great Valley, 
in Chester County, a large part of which was included in the 
Welsh grant, began to be extensively populated by them in 
1711. The names given to most of the townships mentioned 
unmistakably suggest the circumstances of their origin. A 
considerable proportion of the early Welsh settlers were 
Friends, a large number of them were Baptists, and a few 
adhered to the Church of England. They were a hardy, 
sober, and vigorous race, possessing means, enterprise, and 
energy, and constituted a valuable accession to the original 
population of the province, to which they gave some of the 
most distinguished men in its early history. Their native 
language continued to be employed to some extent, it is said, 
down to about the period of the Revolution. At the present 
day they have become largely merged in other nationalities 
more numerously represented in later immigrations. Their 
descendants are recognized by their names, and the localities 
in which they originally settled in any considerable numbers 
are invariably found to be English-speaking communities. 

Among the early records of Philadelphia and Chester 
Counties, which date back to 1683, are to be found the names 
of several Eichardes, who located within their limits — all un- 
doubtedly of Welsh, or, more immediately, English origin. 
Joseph Eichards was a member for the county of Chester of 
the first Assembly convened by Penn in 1682, and purchased 
500 acres of land in Aston Township the same year. He 
died in Chichester in 1710, and a son and a grandson bearing 
the same Christian name, succeeded, respectively, to the own- 
ership of a portion of his estate. Solomon Eichards was also 
a "first purchaser," and drew for city lots in Philadelphia in 
1682. One Eichard ap Eichard was a landowner in White- 
land Township in 1710. Others of the earliest of the name 
mentioned in the Chester County records were Nathaniel, who 
was a landholder in Aston Township in 1692, and died there in 



Descendants of Owen Richards. 71 

1700 ; Guenlyon, of Haverford, who died in 1697 ; Rowland, 
of Merion, who purchased in Tredyffrin in 1707-8, and died 
there in 1720 — a grandson of whom had the same name ; 
William, whose estate was administered upon in 1716, and 
Thomas, of Tredyffrin, who died in 1739. The ancient re- 
cords of Philadelphia County mention, among others, Philip 
and John Richards, whose wills were probated respectively 
in 1698 and 1711, and both of whom were residents of the 
city. 

1. Owen Richards, a few of whose descendants it is pro- 
posed to trace, emigrated to Pennsylvania from Merioneth- 
shire, a county of North Wales. According to tradition, he 
sailed from the port of Chester, England, and landed at 
Philadelphia, accompanied by his wife, three sons, James, 
William, and John, and a daughter, Elizabeth. There is no 
means of ascertaining the exact date of his arrival, but it 
was certainly before the year 1718, and probably not earlier 
than 1710 or 1715, though the last two dates mentioned are 
merely conjectural. There is some reason to think that he 
may have resided for a time in Tredyffrin, Whiteland, or 
some other Welsh portion of Chester County before referred 
to, and some of the earliest of his name already mentioned 
may have been, and probably were, his kindred. Both sup- 
positions are without any record evidence to support them, 
but they are rendered at least plausible from the fact that 
certain names w^hich appear in some land transactions of his 
in another county, a few years later, are unmistakably those 
of original residents of Chester. 

The first positive trace of him discoverable is by his pur- 
chase, December 22, 1718, of 300 acres of land in Amity 
Township, then Philadelphia, now Berks County, from one 
Mouns Justice, at that time a resident of the Northern Liber- 
ties. The latter was one of several Swedes to whom a war- 
rant for a tract of ten thousand acres was granted by the 
Proprietary, through his Commissioners of Property, in 1701. 
These Swedes belonged to the congregation at Wicaco, and 
their pastor, Andreas Rudman, who was one of the grantees, 
probably negotiated the purchase. Possession was taken 
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under the warrant, and patents for these lands in severalty 
were issued in 1704 and 1705. Oat of the Swede tracts, col- 
lectively, the township of Amity was formed, and it consti- 
tutes the location of the earliest settlement within the limits 
of the present county of Berks, which was erected in 1752. 
Justice's patent is dated in 1705, and was for 700 acres. The 
portion of the tract purchased from him by Owen Richards, 
it has been ascertained, lies close to the present village of 
Weav^rstown, about three miles from the Schuylkill, a con- 
siderable part of it being at this date in the possession of the 
heirs of Daniel McLean. The land is rolling and of good 
quality for agricultural purposes. A small tributary of the 
Monocacy Creek runs through it. 

In 1726, Owen, together with one David Harry, from Ches- 
ter County, also a Welshman, bought 250 acres of land in 
Oley Township from John Banfield, 100 acres of which were 
a portion of a larger tract which had been patented to John 
Longworthy, of Radnor, in 1714. This land is in the south- 
eastern corner of the township, on the Manatawny Creek, 
about half a mile from a well-known tavern called the "Yel- 
low House." Richards and Harry resold this tract the same 
year to John Ellis, of Springfield, Chester County, and in 
1735 it passed to Jacob Hill, remaining in the possession of 
the Hill family for a century and a quarter. 

Owen Richards doubtless resided in Amity Township, on 
the property purchased by him from Justice, from 1718 until 
his death, the date of which is uncertain, though records 
show that it did not occur previous to 1734. In 1729 he sold 
one-half of this tract to his eldest son James, in considera- 
tion of £7, and " natural love and affection." The remaining 
portion, which he probably occupied, it is likely passed to 
his heirs, as no conveyance of it by him, or recital thereof, 
is to be found of record. When and where his first wife 
died is unknown. It cannot be affirmed, indeed, with any 
confidence, that she ever saw America. The records of Christ 
Church, Philadelphia, show that he was married in 1727 to 
a second wife, Elizabeth Baker. She survived him, and died 
in 1753, without issue, aged about eighty years. She was 
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buried, as was doubtless also her husband, in the ground of 
the Episcopal church at Douglassville, on the Schuylkill, in 
Amity Township, anciently a Swedish church known as a St. 
Gabriel's at Morlatton," the organization of which dates 
back to about the time of the original Swedish settlements 
before referred to. Its oldest existing records begin in 1736. 

The descendants of Owen Eichards have frequently been 
confounded with those of another family of the same name, 
but of German derivation, residing in Berks, Montgomery, 
and some other adjoining counties. The latter were origi- 
nally called Reichert, their first ancestor in this country being 
Johann Frederick Eeichert, a native of the Kingdom of 
Wurtemburg, who patented lands in New Hanover Town- 
ship, originally Philadelphia, now Montgomery County, in 
1720, and died there in 1748. Their name has been angli- 
cized for over a century, having been changed to Eichards, 
as is said, by English schoolmasters, out of preference for 
their own tongue. Of this stock, which is a very numerous 
one, were John and Matthias Eichards, grandsons of Frede- 
rick, both early members of Congress from Pennsylvania, a 
son of the latter, Judge Matthias S. Eichards, of Eeading, 
the late George Eichards, of Pottstown, formerly a State 
Senator from Montgomery County and a son of John, and 
his brother, Mark Eichards, for many years a well-known 
merchant of Philadelphia. A number of families who still 
write their name Eeichert are found in various portions of 
Berks and neighboring counties. These are also of German 
descent, and of Palatinate origin. 

The children of Owen Eichards, of whom any trace or tra- 
dition remains, appear to have been — 

2. James, of whom no information is obtainable beyond the record of his 

purchase from his father of the 150 acres in Amity in 1729, and the 
sale by him of the same tract in 1741 to Peter Weaver. In the 
deed conveying away this land he is styled " labourer," and he was 
a single man at that date. He probably left no descendants. 

3. William. 

4. John, who appears to have resided in Amity, or vicinity, for some years, 

though the records do not show that he was a landowner. His 
wife's name was Sarah, and the names of two of their children, as 
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appears by the Register of St. Gabriel's Church, were Edward and 
Susannah, the former baptized in 1737 and the latter in 1739. An- 
other child (name not given — probably an infant) was buried in 
1736. The tradition is that he eventually removed to Virginia, 
where some of his descendants remain at the present day. From 
him, it is said, " Richards' Ford," on the Rappahannock, takes its 
name, and from his posterity proceeded a family of the name who 
settled in Kentucky. 
5. Elizabeth, of whom nothing whatever is traceable. It is likely that 
she d. unm. 

3. William, through whom all of the family who here 
follow are traced, was without doubt born in Wales, and had 
probably about arrived at manhood at the date of his father's 
emigration. He appears at one time to have been possessed 
of considerable estate, but closed life in comparative poverty. 
In 1735, he bought from one Michael Waren,150 acres of land 
in Amity, which had also been a part of the Mouns Justice 
tract. It adjoined the 150 acres acquired by his brother 
James from Owen, but did not constitute any part of the 
latter's original purchase. In 1740, William, together with 
his wife Elizabeth, sold 53 acres of his land to Peter Weaver 
— the same who the following year purchased the whole of 
James's. One of the witnesses to the deed of convej^ance is 
Rowland Richards. What disposition he made of the bal- 
ance does not appear. It may have been comprised in a tract 
of 184 acres situated in the same vicinity, which he mort- 
gaged in 1747 to the executors of Samuel Powell, Jr., for 
£140, the debt being repaid by his assignee, Jacob Roads, in 
1751, presumably out of the proceeds of the sale of the land. 
The mortgage contains no recital of title. To his occupation 
of tiller of the soil, he at one time added the functions of 
4 constable of the township. In the first volume of the Penn- 
sylvania Archives, first series, is published at length a depo- 
sition which he gave in 1738, containing a diverting account 
of his rough experience, as one of His Majesty's peace officers, 
with some violators of the ancient provincial laws against 
the obstruction of the navigation of the river Schuylkill by 
the erection of racks for the taking of fish — a subject of ab- 
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sorbing importance in. the ■primitive days of river transporta- 
tion, when grain was conveyed to Philadelphia by rafts. 

He died in Oley Township in January, 1752. His will, 
dated December 26, 1751, is on file in Philadelphia, and men- 
tions the names of all his children. The inventory of his 
personal estate amounted to .£207 7s. lOd. Pennsylvania cur- 
rency. The appraisers were Ellis Hughes — without doubt a 
Welshman — and George Boone, for many years a prominent 
provincial magistrate of Oley, who belonged to a family of 
Quakers of that neighborhood, and was the uncle of Daniel 
Boone, the pioneer of Kentucky. Nearly one-half of the 
sum total of the appraisement is made up of obligations for 
moneys due the decedent by various persons, while the char- 
acter and valuations of the different chattels enumerated seem 
to indicate that at the time of his death he was a small ten- 
ant farmer, whose resources had been run down to the verge 
of exhaustion. 

The witnesses to his will were James and Jane Worrell and 
Benjamin Longworthy. His wife Elizabeth and Peter Wea- 
ver were appointed executors, but the latter renounced. He 
directs all his personal property and movables, u within and 
without/ 7 to be sold, and gives his wife the use of the pro- 
ceeds for life, but adds that " if she thinks proper to alter 
her condition, she shall have her thirds according to law" — a 
favorite mode of restriction upon widows in those days. He 
enjoins that his son William " is to live with his mother for 
the space of one year, and then be put out to a trade w^hich 
he likes.' 7 His daughters Ruth and Sarah were " to be to 
the care and discretion of their mother," each receiving £5 . 
Pennsylvania currency, and the latter, in addition, the testa- 
tor's " chest of drawers at Cornelius Dewees's." His son 
Owen and his daughters Mary Ball and Margaret were each 
given five shillings Pennsylvania currency — a slender patri- 
mony ! His son James received £10 and a mare. The resi- 
due of his estate was given to William upon his coming of 
age, and after his mother's decease. 

Of his seven children it would appear that but three, Mary, 
Owen and James, had attained their majority at the date of 
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the will. The following notices of them are given in the 
supposed order of their ages:— 

5. Mary married John Ball, who resided in Douglass Township, Berks 

County, and acquired land in Amity in 1754. One of their chil- 
dren was Joseph Ball, who became a prominent merchant and 
extensive landowner and capitalist of Philadelphia, accumulating 
a large fortune. He was interested in various business enterprises 
in that city, among which was the 'Insurance Company of North 
America, established in 1792, of which he was one of the original 
directors, and President in the years 1798 and 1799. In his early 
manhood he was employed as manager of the iron works at Batsto, 
Burlington County, New Jersey, then owned by Col. John Cox. 
He was there in that capacity during the earlier part of the Revo- 
lutionary War, and in 1779 became proprietor. The works were 
extensively employed in the manufacture of shot and shell for the 
Continental service. In the 4th volume of Pennsylvania Archives, 
first series, pp. 757, 761, 762, a correspondence of Mr. Ball and Col. 
Cox with the Committee of Safety of Philadelphia in May, 1776, 
shows that the ammunition then being furnished to the Committee 
was, by their special order, hauled by teams from Batsto to Coop- 
er's Ferry (now Camden), instead of being transported by the usual 
less expeditious mode of conveyance by water. He took the oath 
of allegiance to Pennsylvania September 10, 1777, under a law 
passed by the Assembly to insure fidelity to the interests of the 
State on the part of its citizens. During the struggle for liberty 
he was a decided patriot, and advanced liberally of his rapidly 
accumulating means in aid of the cause. After the close of the 
War, it is said that he was extensively embarked in the schemes 
for the restoration of the public credit set on foot by Robert Mor- 
ris, the financier of the Revolution, by means of which he, in com- 
mon with many others, suffered considerable pecuniary loss. Mr. 
Ball died in 1821, aged 73 years, leaving a widow, Sarah, but no 
issue, and his vast estate passed to an immense number of collateral 
heirs, occupying many years in process of distribution. 

6. Owen was baptized, according to the records of St. Gabriel's Church, 

before mentioned, together with his brother James and sister Ruth, 
September 20, 1737. He appears to have been a farmer by occu- 
pation, and is assessed in Amity Township as a tenant from 1756 
to 1760, and in Union Township from 1766 to 1773, after which no 
further trace of him is to be found in the county records. He re- 
moved, probably about the commencement of the Revolutionary 
War, to Northumberland County, or some other of the then so- 
called western portions of the State. A person of his name, pre- 
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snmably the same individual, appears on the list of privates of Capt. 
Gray's Company, Fourth Pennsylvania Regiment, Continental 
Line, in 1777. The names of his children, as given in a tabulated 
list of the heirs of his nephew, Joseph Ball, were William, John, 
Mary, Elizabeth (Barr), Eleanor (Hamilton), Jane (Stevens), and 
Sarah (Roberts). 

7. James. 

8. Ruth married Daniel Kunsman. Nothing is known of her family 

record excepting the names of her children, which were Rebecca 
(Hoffman), Elizabeth (Miller), Mary (Seiler), Catharine (Canstat- 
ter), and William. 

9. William. 

10. Margaret married Cornelius Dewees. The Deweescs, as I am informed 

by one of their descendants, were of Huguenot stock, the name 
being originally written De Wees. Several of them are found 
among the list of landholders in Philadelphia County as early as 
1734. Margaret died in 1793. Her children were William, Owen> 
David, Cornelius, Mary (Patterson), and Samuel. 

11. Sarah married James Hastings, and resided for a considerable portion 

of her \l c e in Yirginia. She died, probably about 1825, leaving 
three children, Howell, William, and John. 

7. James was b. about 1722, and was baptized, as above 
stated, in 1737. He was engaged all his life in farming, and 
resided first in Amity, and subsequently in Earl and Cole- 
brookdale Townships, Berks County, being assessed as a pro- 
perty owner in the last-mentioned district from 1768 to 1797. 
He owned 150 acres of land at the head of Ironstone Creek, 
about two miles northwest from the present borough of 
Boyertown, upon which he resided. He served for a short 
period during the Revolutionary War, and his name appears 
on the roll of Captain Tudor's Company, Fourth Pennsyl- 
vania Continental Line, as a Sergeant, enlisted May 10, 1777. 
He was a man of immense frame, and great physical strength, 
and his long life of rugged toil was varied with many lively 
episodes of conflict and adventure. Disposing of his prop- 
erty in Berks to certain of his sons, he removed, with per- 
haps some of his youngest children, in 1797 or '98, to the 
North Branch of the Susquehanna, near Danville, then North- 
umberland County, where he d. in 1804, aged upwards of 
eighty. 
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His wife's name was Mary, and his children were William, 
Frederick, Elizabeth, James, Owen, Mary, Sarah, Hannah, 
and John. Of the daughters, Hannah d. unm. ; Elizabeth m. 
Enoch Rutter ; Mary, Henry Fox, and Sarah, Henry Schmale. 
Descendants of several of these children remain, both in 
Berks and on the Susquehanna. William, the eldest son, was 
b. Jan. 27, 1754, and m. Mary, daughter of John William 
and Elizabeth Miller, of Earl Township, by whom he had 
four children, William and Elizabeth, both of whom d. 
young, James, b. March 27, 1782, and John, b. June 5, 1784. 
William Richards d. about 1786, and his widow in 1838, at 
an advanced age. 

James Richards, last mentioned, was distinguished for the 
fervor of his religious convictions, and the purity of his 
character and life. He m. 1811, Ann Hunter Smith, dau. of 
John Smith, Esq., of Joanna Furnace, Berks County, and 
Elizabeth, his wife, and was the father of the late John S. 
Richards, Esq., for many years a prominent and well-known 
member of the Bar of Reading. James d. September 21, 
1828, and his widow, April 25, 1857. John Richards m. 1st, 
1811, Rebecca, dau. of Michael and Susanna Ludwig, who d. 
January 19, 1840, and 2d, 1841, Louisa, dau. of Ephraim and 
Elizabeth Silvers, who d. January 26, 1880. He had seven 
children. He was a native of Colebrookdale Township, Berks 
County, and removed to New Jersey in 1808. He was engaged 
for forty years in the iron manufacturing business, principally 
at Weymouth and Gloucester Furnaces, Atlantic County, 
of the latter of which he became a proprietor in 1830. In 
1836-37 he was a member of the Legislature of New Jersey 
for the county of Burlington, but, with this exception, de- 
clined all public positions, his predilections being wholly in 
the line of business life. He resided from 1848 to 1854 at Mauch 
Chunk, Pennsylvania, where he continued the iron manufac- 
ture, retiring in the latter year to an estate called " Stowe," 
in the vicinity of Pottstown, Montgomery County, where he 
d. November 29, 1871, in the 88th year of his age. He posses- 
sed in a marked degree the characteristics of energy and self- 
reliance, and was a fair example of the success which, in spite 
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of the lack of early advantages, usually attends the exercise 
of these qualities when joined to principles of strict business 
integrity. 

9. William was b. September 12, 1738, and was baptized 
at St. Gabriel's Church, Feb. 23, 1739. At the time of his 
father's death he was in his fourteenth year, and in accord- 
ance with the directions of the will of tjie latter that he 
should be taught such a trade as he preferred, was sent to 
Chester County, and placed, it is believed, at Coventry Forge, 
on French Creek, to learn the occupation of a founder. Cov- 
entry was built by Samuel Nutt, an Englishman of enterprise 
and fortune, about 1718 or 1720. At the time William went 
there, it was under the management of John Patrick, also an 
Englishman, who was early associated with Nutt in that 
capacity. In 1764, William m. Mary, dau. of John Patrick 
and his wife Anna, dau. of Oliver Dunklin. She was b. 
June 24, 1745, and had a brother Samuel, who was b. in 
1743, and m. Rachel Gibbs, and a sister Esther, b. in 1747, 
who m. Ezekiel Leonard. After the death of his first wife, 
John Patrick m., 1755, Abigail Hockley. In 1748, he pur- 
chased from the heirs of his father-in-law, Oliver Dunklin, 
150 acres of land in Amity Township, before mentioned, 
which lie disposed of in 1750 to Henry Van Reed, from Hol- 
land, the ancestor of the well-known family of that name in 
Berks, in the possession of one of whose descendants the 
premises still remain. John Patrick d. in East Nantmeal 
Township, Chester County, in 1765. His son Samuel was 
also a forgeman, and an agreement is still in existence, 
bearing the date of 1767, in which he undertook to blow the 
Cornwall Furnace, then in Lancaster County, for the pro- 
prietors, Peter and Curtis Grubb, at " five shillings per ton 
for pigs," and "forty-five shillings per ton for stoves." At 
a later date he was engaged at an establishment called the 
Forest of Dean Furnace, in Orange County, New York. 

William Richards was subsequently employed at Warwick 
Furnace, another well-known establishment, on French Creek 
in the vicinity of Coventry, built by Samuel Nutt's widow, 
Anna Nutt, in 1737. About the year 1768, he went to 
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Batsto Iron Works, New Jersey, before mentioned, as founder, 
his family continuing to reside in Pennsylvania. In 1774, he 
purchased a tract of 210 acres in East Nantmeal Township, 
Chester County, from the heirs of his father-in-law, John 
Patrick, who had bought it in 1763 from the heirs of Samuel 
Savage. He sold this farm to one Jacob Weimands in 1775, 
and was subsequently, in 1778, the ow T ner of another tract of 
151 acres in West Whiteland Township, afterwards known 
as the "Ship Tavern" property, situated on the Lancaster 
Turnpike, near the present station on the Pennsylvania Rail- 
road called Whiteland. 

In June, 1775, he was commissioned by the Assembly of 
Pennsylvania as "Standard Bearer to the Second Battalion 
of Associators of Chester County." On August 13, 1776, as 
appears from his private diary, he joined the Revolutionary 
forces, his family being then resident at Valley Forge, on the 
Schuylkill, where he was in camp with the army during the 
memorable winter quarters in 1777-78. The length of his 
entire term of service is not known, but it probably extended 
over the greater part of the active period of the war. In 
January, 1781, he accepted the position of resident manager 
of Batsto, tendered him by Col. Cox and Mr. Charles Pettit, 
succeeding his nephew, Joseph Ball. He shortly afterwards 
acquired an interest in this large and then celebrated manu- 
facturing establishment, and about the year 1784 became sole 
owner. He rebuilt the works, and made extensive additions 
and improvements, his operations expanding from time to 
time with his increasing prosperity. His domain extended 
over many thousands of acres, and he acquired what was 
then regarded as a princely fortune. 

He was a man of unbounded enterprise and untiring ener- 
gy, of great firmness of character and tenacity of purpose. 
These qualities well fitted him to be a leader, rather than a 
follower of men. A large community gradually grew up 
around him, in the midst of which he lived in a style suited 
to his wealth, commanding the respect and confidence of his 
dependants, who in turn prospered under his judicious super- 
vision. In person he was six feet four inches in height, of 
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gigantic mould, and great physical strength— his robust frame 
being a fitting tenement for his vigorous and active mind. 
A miniature profile engraving of him by St. M£min, accom- 
panying this sketch, taken in advanced life, portrays him as 
of calm and reflective features, equally indicative of force of 
character and benignity of disposition. Surmounting his 
long thick hair is a flat circular comb, such as the then pre- 
vailing fashion warranted as a masculine ornament. 

His first wife, Mary Patrick, by whom he had eleven chil- 
dren — seven sons and four daughters — d. November 24, 1794. 
He was m. in 1796 to Margaret Wood, a daughter of Isaac 
Wood, of Moorestown, Burlington County, ]STew Jersey, who 
w T as b. in 1767. Eight children — seven sons and one daugh- 
ter — were the result of this union. In 1809 be relinquished 
the iron works at Batsto to his son Jesse, and removed to 
Mount Holly, Burlington County, where he became a land- 
owner, and though past threescore and ten, thoroughly iden- 
tified himself with the growth and development of that 
place. In this new home, surrounded by his numerous family, 
he d. on the 31st of August, 1823, in the eighty-fifth year of 
his age. He was a member of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church, and his remains rest in St. Andrew's Cemetery, be- 
longing to that denomination, near Mount Holly, beside those 
of his second wife, who survived him until December 21, 
1850. The spot is marked by a plain high marble tomb, in- 
scribed with the date of his decease and age. 

The children of William and Mary (Patrick) Richards 
were— 

12. Abigail, b. June 1, 1765; d. May 14, 1794. 

13. John, b. June 1, 1767 ; d. November 30, 1793. 

14. Samuel, b. at Valley Forge May 8, 1769. He was for many years an 

extensive iron manufacturer in the State of New Jersey, and a 
prominent and esteemed merchant and resident of Philadelphia. 
He m. 1st, 1797, Mary Morgan, dau. of William Smith, merchant 
of that city. She d. in 1820, and he m. 2d, 1822, Anna Maria 
Witherspoon, dau. of Burling Martin, of New York, who survived 
him. Mr. Samuel Richards had eleven children. Two of those 
by his first marriage were Sarah Ball, the widow of the late Stephen 
Colwell, merchant of Philadelphia, and Thomas S., also a large 
iron works proprietor, who m. Harriet, dau. of General Francis 
Nichols. Mr. Richards d. January 4, 1842. 
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15. Elizabeth, b. August 26, 1771. She m. 1799, the Kev. Thomas 

Haskins, of Maryland, and had three children. Her husband d. 
June 29, 1816, and Mrs. Haskins, September 24, 1857. 

16. Eebecca, b. August 7, 1773. She m., 1794, John Sevier, of Tennes- 

see, and had seven children. She d. May 10, 1809. 

17. William, b. July 1, 1775 ; d. December 21, 1796. 

18. Joseph, b. October 6, 1777 ; d. March 26, 1797. 

19. Thomas, b. February 10, 1780. He was a merchant of Philadelphia, 

and m., 1810, Ann Bartram, by whom he had nine children. He 
d. October 17, 1860— the date upon which it had been arranged to 
celebrate his golden wedding, and the marriage of his daughter. 

20. Jesse. 

21. Charles, b. August 9, 1785 ; d. May 11, 1788. 

22. Anna Maria, b. February 8, 1789 ; m., 1810, John White, of Dela- 

ware, and had three children. She d. May 2, 1816. 

The children of William and Margaret (Wood) Richards 
were 

23. Benjamin Wood, b. Nov.* 12, 1797. 

. 24. Charles Henry, b. April 9, 1799 ; d. April, 1802. 

25. George Washington, b. May 6, 1801 ; d. June, 1802. 

26. Augustus Henry, b. May 5, 1803 ; m. Rebecca, dau. of the Hon. 

John McLean, of Ohio ; was a member of the Philadelphia Bar, 
to which he was admitted in 1826 ; had two children ; d. in 1839. 

27. William, b. January 16, 1805 ; m., 1831, Constantia Marie Lamand, 

and had five children. He inherited in a very striking degree the 
physical constitution of his father ; was of remarkably large and 
massive build, and possessed the strength of a giant. He d. April 
19, 1864. 

28. George Washington, b. May 3, 1807. He was a merchant of Phila- 

delphia, and subsequently engaged extensively in the cotton manu- 
facture, and was active in the directory of prominent railroads in 
Pennsylvania and New Jersey, and for many years of the Frank- 
lin Fire Insurance Company of Philadelphia. He m., 1829, Mary 
Louisa, dau. of Louis Le Guen ; had eight children ; d. April 22, 
1874. 

29. Joseph Ball, b. November 9, 1811 ; d. January 30, 1812. 

30. Mary Wood, b. March 6, 1815 ; d. September 19, 1860. 

20. Jesse. He was b. at Valley Forge, December 2, 1782, 
and succeeded his father, as before stated, in the management 
of Batsto. In 1829 he rebuilt the works, and, in 1846, the 
furnace having been abandoned, established extensive glass 
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manufactories, which he carried on successfully until his 
death, June 17, 1854. He greatly enlarged and improved 
the Batsto estate, which, toward the close of his proprietor- 
ship, comprised about forty thousand acres. This property 
he left to his children, who occupied it and carried on the 
glass manufacture for a considerable period. It passed a few 
years since into the ownership of Mr. Joseph Wharton, of 
Philadelphia. 

Jesse Richards was a member of the Assembly of New 
Jersey for Burlington County at the Sessions of 1837--38 and 
1838-39. He m., 1810, Sarah Ennals Haskins, dau. of the 
Rev. Thomas Haskins, before mentioned, by his first wife, 
Martha Potts, — Mr. Haskins having previously m., as his 
second wife, Elizabeth Richards, sister of Jesse. Mrs. Rich- 
ards d. Oct. 14, 1868, in her eightieth year. They had seven 
children. One of the eldest, Thomas Haskins Richards, a 
graduate of Princeton, was a member of Assembly in 1841- 
42 and 1842-43, and member of the Senate for Burlington 
County in 1847, '48, and '49. 

23. Benjamin Wood. He was b. at Batsto, November 12, 
1797, and graduated at Princeton in 1815, in his eighteenth 
year. Whilst at college he received very deep religious im- 
pressions, and decided to enter the ministry of the Presby- 
terian church, but the extremely delicate condition of his 
health at that period compelled him to abandon this inten- 
tion, and to seek the restoration of his physical strength by 
travel. After an extended tour through the southern and 
southwestern States, he returned, greatly re- invigorated, and 
went to Philadelphia in the year 1819, and entered upon mer- 
cantile pursuits. Becoming interested in municipal affairs, 
he was elected to membership of the City Councils. His 
capacities for public service, and the confidence of his fellow- 
citizens, led to his selection in 1827 as a member of the Legis- 
lature, in which he served for one year. While in the Assem- 
bly he evinced a particular zeal in the cause of public 
education, procuring the first appropriation from the State 
for the establishment of public schools in Philadelphia. He 
was an active promoter of the common school system, after- 
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wards adopted, and was one of the original members of the 
City Board of Controllers. Under an Act passed in 1829, 
he was appointed one of the Canal Commissioners of Penn- 
sylvania. In April of that year, he was chosen Mayor of 
Philadelphia, to fill the unexpired term of George M. Dallas, 
who had resigned. The office was at that time elective by 
the City Councils, and the period of service one year. In 
October following, "William Milnor was chosen for the suc- 
ceeding term, but Mr. Richards was again elected in October, 
1830, and re-elected in 1831, serving until October, 1832, when 
he was succeeded by John Swift. 

His public spirit led him to take an active part in the or- 
ganization and promotion of a number of the leading benevo- 
lent and educational institutions of the city. He was one of 
the founders of the Blind Asylum, an early manager of the 
Deaf and Dumb Asylum, a member of the Philosophical 
Society, and a trustee of the University of Pennsylvania. 
He took considerable part, at one period, in Federal politics, 
and was appointed by President Jackson a director of the 
United States Bank, and a director of the Mint, but resigned 
these positions upon being elected Mayor. He was the chief 
magistrate of the city at the death of Stephen Girard, and 
after the expiration of his term, became a director of Girard 
College. 

While travelling in Europe in 1833 for the restoration of 
his then seriously impaired health, his attention was directed 
to the subject of rural public cemeteries, more especially in 
consequence of a visit which he made to that of Pere la 
Chaise at Paris, and upon his return he wrote much for the 
journals of the day to direct public attention to the desira- 
bility of establishing some worthy institution of this char- 
acter for the city of Philadelphia. Having secured the active 
co-operation of several other prominent citizens in this pro- 
ject, the result was the purchase and organization, in 1835, 
of the beautiful cemetery at Laurel Hill. In 1836, he origi- 
nated and founded the Girard Life Insurance, Annuity, and 
Trust Company — one of the earliest of a numerous class of 
institutions of the city since grown to great business magni- 
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tude and importance — and was its President from its organi- 
zation until his death. 

The qualities which prominently entered into the elements 
of his character w T ere great benevolence of heart, profound 
convictions of right and iustice, and unflinching moral cour- 
age. These, combined with a strong degree of intellectual 
force, and a disposition to employ his talents and energies for 
the good of his fellows at large, constituted what may be 
truthfully termed a highly successful life, the impress of 
which has been deeply engraven upon the institutions of his 
adopted city. In person Mr. Eichards was of tall and im- 
posing figure, and of peculiarly symmetrical and attractive 
features, In the earlier part of his public life he was con- 
sidered one of the handsomest men in Philadelphia, and a 
portrait of him, by Inman, which hangs in the Mayor's office, 
and from which the accompanying picture was taken, con- 
firms the justice of the compliment. He was m., in 1821, 
to Sarah Ann, dau. of Joshua Lippincott,and left seven chil- 
dren — four sons and three daughters. He d. July 12, 1851, 
aged fifty-three years. His wife d. March 19, 1862. His 
remains are interred at Laurel Hill. 

Thus imperfectly, from very meagre materials, have been 
compiled a few facts which may prove of interest to some of 
those to whose descent they more or less immediately relate. 
It may be added that the inquiries which led to their develop- 
ment were originally stimulated by some researches of the 
writer for other purposes into the records of the county of 
Berks, where, as it has appeared, the scene of the narrative 
opens. It is due to him to remark, in conclusion, that the 
natural feeling of hesitation with which a publication of this 
mass of personal details was at first regarded, has only been 
overcome by the reflection that the subject-matter, at least, 
is in harmony with the character and design of the medium 
through which it is presented — a consideration which it is 
hoped will be accepted as a sufficient apology for the propriety 
of a work of this nature, which, under any circumstances, 
usually proves a perilous undertaking. 



